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Fur and Feathers - Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture 
by Tony Wilson 


Tony commenced the presentation by flashing up some of his beauti- 
ful photographs of birds. Unfortunately I did not know the identity of 
many of them but then he told us the lecture was to be about mam- 
mals rather than birds. Birds are much more easily observed due to 
the fact that they are diurnal and can also escape predators due to 
their flight. There are approximately 600 species of birds in Australia 
and 300 species of mammals. Many Australian mammals are noc- 
turnal and so hide during the day to avoid predation. 


Tony mentioned an interesting fact that in Western Australia Gas- 
trolobium has a chemical in it similar to the poison 1080. Animals 
which include many in WA can eat this plant without ill effect. 
They then become poisonous to any predators which eat them. 


He also showed us a beautiful photograph of two numbats which 
emerged from a hollow log. It took him two hours to obtain the 
photo. The numbat is a specialised anteater. It lives in woodland 
containing Dryandra species. 


A brief history of palaeontology was given interwoven with many 
different and interesting facts and photographs. Fossil records assist 
in understanding the origin and movement of mammals. 


Fossils of marsupials which are 125 million years old have been 
found in China. Marsupials are believed to have migrated to North 
America and then to South America and Australia. Rainforests once 
existed all over Australia and the distribution has now shrunk to 
small areas mostly in eastern Australian. 


The Platypus has very ancient origins and it 1s believed to have been 
living in Australia 40 million years ago. It had teeth at that time. 
The Platypus moved onto the land between 20 and 40 million years 
ago. The wombat, its relatives and possums where present 20m mil- 


Excursion: Mt Beckworth, Sun. Nov. 8 


Before visiting Mt Beckworth the leader, Claire Dalman, will take us to 


other interesting locations. 


lion years ago. 


Some of these creatures were enormous, such as Diprotodon which 
was 2 tonnes in weight. There were six families of possums. Kanga- 
roos also developed between 20 and 40 million years ago. Eastern 
Grey Kangaroos are believed to be four million years old. 


The first rodents to arrive in Australia hopped from Asia five million 
years ago. We were shown pictures of Mosaic-tailed Rats and bush 
rats. True rats evolved 2 million years ago in China. The Long- 
haired Rat lives in North Queensland in channel country waterholes 
by the creeks. The female rat produces a litter of 12 babies every 
three weeks. The Leather-wing Kite feasts on any rat plagues. The 
Black Shouldered Kite eats mice, beetles and grasshoppers. It hov- 
ers from the shoulder and appears white from below. 


Humans were predating on mammals in Australia 47,000 years ago. 
They killed the larger creatures including the largest Pademelons 
which weighed more than 50 kg. 


The species which were larger became extinct faster due to a longer 
breeding cycle. Those which were smaller had a shorter breeding 
cycle and could survive predation. This led to species becoming 
smaller or becoming extinct if they could not adapt. 


Several other factors which may have contributed to the extinction of 
mammals (large and small) were discussed. Climate change was 
believed to have contributed to extinctions. Ice ages with cooler, 
drier conditions meant less plant growth. The large creatures 
adapted by having stomachs which could cope with tough plants, eg. 
four stomachs. They survived better than the smaller animals. The 
last ice age was approximately 10,000 years ago. Fire may have 
been a factor in extinction as some animals cannot survive fires. 


The Dingo arrived in Australia 5000 years ago. It has had an impact 
on the ecology of mammals. The Dingo 1s important to the survival 
of small mammals as it predated feral cats and foxes which in turn 
predate smaller mammals, e.g., rats, bandicoots. 


To conclude the lecture, we where shown photographs of a variety of 
kangaroos, including Eastern Grey Kangaroos, Red Kangaroos (the 


male is red, the female blue), Eastern Wallabies and the beautifully- 
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marked Yellow-footed Rock Wallabies which live in the Flinders 
Ranges. 


I enjoyed and appreciated Tony Wilson’s interesting and delightful 
presentation and am inspired to learn more about mammals. Also 
now I have a better understanding of their origins and complexities. 


Thank you Tony for the work involved in the preparation of the talk 
and for sharing your excellent photographs. 


Margaret Thomas 
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SEANA Donald Spring Camp, 2- 4th October, 2015 


The Donald SEANA weekend was a most enjoyable mix of natural 
and social history, some farming and landcare knowledge and, for 
me, even some family history as well, all shared with friends, both 
old and new, in an admirably-suitable venue, generously hosted by 
Donald folk. The evening talks about Wimmera birds and rare, 
threatened St. Arnaud orchids were both really informative and en- 
joyable. Also a good range of excursions was offered. 


On Saturday morning Peter and Liz Russell shared some of their 
challenges with us as they grapple with revegetation, with little water 
during what has been a protracted dry period. Since the replacement 
of open channels with enclosed pipes Peter and Liz are concerned 
about ways to provide surface water for native creatures and plants. 
They have created a wildlife pond close to their home but scant rain- 
fall is hindering its development. However they have already re- 
corded a variety of birds, frogs, insects and skinks visiting the pond. 


They also propagate and raise thousands of little plants for distribu- 
tion to those wanting bulk orders. We now, at home, have four baby 
Buloke trees planted as well as a couple of healthy donated lettuce 
plants and another native shrub (oops, I forget its name). From the 
home area we drove across paddocks (thirsty crops) to a stretch of 
the Richardson River which the Russells have fenced off and 
planted. This area 1s quite large and looks lovely with a mix of trees, 
shrubs, grasses and small plants - such a welcome change from oth- 
erwise cleared farmland. Across the river (very low) the land looks 
much less interesting, and has not the many birds seen and heard in 
the planted area. My grandparents farmed opposite the Russells so it 
was good to see their old property from a new vantage place and to 
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hear about current challenges. 


After lunch, comfortably eaten at the racecourse venue and learning 
much of my family history from Beth Hollis it was time for our af- 
ternoon, led by Norm Hollis and others. Peter Rollison joined us to 
show us: a monument to Donald's founder, some of a Cobb and Co. 
track, some of "Glengar" (originally part of Banyenong Station) and 
a tiny burial ground where the first white woman 1s buried. We were 
shown an old painting which clearly showed the dramatic change in 
river flow from earlier times compared to now. The current home, 
replacing an old one, 1s a long way from the Richardson River but in 
former times this was much closer, as shown in the old picture of a 
boat tied up, in water, near the home. 


To get to the graveside of the first white woman of the area we had 
to step carefully across a crop to reach a small rise. We were told 
about the 25 year-old woman who had loved to paint the landscape 
but died of M.S. Here some excitement was caused by a big East- 
erm King Brown snake slithering very close to us. Trust field nats - 
we briefly stepped back upon request, then wanted a better look at 
the snake so resumed our spots around the wrought iron fence. 
Sadly the snake had managed to disappear. 


From there we drove across and around Lake Buloke which was last 
filled in 2011, a year of floods. When full, the lake has a circumfer- 
ence of over 80 kilometres although it 1s quite shallow. It forms the 
terminal basin of the Avon-Richardson river system, with a huge 
saline aquifer beneath. When full the lake is home to many water- 
fowl species including freckled ducks. When empty, crops are 
erown and sheep grazed on its bed. This year the crops were a fail- 
ure. During duck season, campfires can be seen all around the 
edges. Black Box and River Red Gum trees surround the lake espe- 
cially on the western side, providing homes for numerous bird spe- 
cies. We walked across the lakebed looking at scattered old trees 
with intriguing patterns, wandered around a vegetated lunette of sand 
built up over thousands of years and then drove around the eastern 
edge to an exit track. 


From Lake Buloke we drove to Lake Gil Gil, a small lake still hold- 
ing water. Numerous waterbirds were seen but really too far away to 
identify without a telescope. This area of remnant bush surrounding 
the lake is an important refuge for native flora and fauna. An old 
tree showed high water-levels from past floods. 


We returned to the racecourse for the SEANA meeting, dinner and 
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our evening program after a full day - varied, interesting, informa- 
tive, well-run and enjoyable. 


On Sunday morning we chose to do the Town River Walk. This be- 
gan at the Bullock's Head, a natural, strange growth on an old gum, 
strongly resembling a bullock's head. It is perched high and only 
"drinks" during floods, the last being in 2011. We wandered along 
_the Richardson River pausing 
§ periodically, crossed the Sun- 
nt |raysia Highway, walked around 
'Scilley's Island (a nature re- 
serve planted with indigenous 
plants) and then went to the 
Historic Police Camp mu- 
. seum. It was good to be given 
\ LN jemi |e m access inside this building and 
Photo: Right of Dalmans is the Bul- also to view several other 
lock’s Heazd on tree trunk buildings, shed, lock-up, ma- 
chinery and vehicles. It is in- 
spirational to be lead on a walk by a sprightly, knowledgeable 
ninety-plus lady. Well done Lil Kirk. 


After a shared barbecue lunch we admired, for the final time the 
beautiful floral table-arrangements, all native from gardens and fare- 
welled the spring SEANA camp. Some of us went to the town mu- 
seum which someone opened for our benefit. 


P. 


Thank you to our Donald hosts for a capably organised and enjoy- 
able camp hosted by a small group. 


Claire Dalman 
Mt Jefficott Reserve excursion, Saturday 


Mt Jeffcott Flora Reserve and The Range extending northwards 1s an 
outcrop of hard Ordovician sandstone and mudstone about 500 mil- 
lion years old. Mt Jeffcott has a summit 262m above sea level rising 
140m above the plain. In 1875 Mt Jeffcott area was gazetted as a 
reserve yet, grazing, unsuccessful prospecting and gravel removal 
continued. Over the years the mount has been popular for picnicking 
and band rallies. In 1972 the area became a Flora and Fauna Re- 
serve of 160 acres but it was still difficult to keep sheep out of the 
reserve. Present threats to the reserve include a population of 400 
kangaroos, fire (the whole area was burnt in 2013) and a cactus 
which is spreading towards the area. 


» 


We walked to the summit along a 4wd track passing through patches 
of Hoary Sunray Leucopogon albicans subsp. albicans and other 
yellow-flowering daisies. Scattered trees included Yellow Gum, 
Grey Box, White Cypress-pine and Drooping She-oak. Mt Jeffcott 
Mallee-box Eucalyptus filiformis, growing on private land adjoming 
the Mount, is listed as endangered under the EPBC Act. Other plants 
flowering were Twining Fringe-lily, Feather-heads, Golden Moths 
and sun-orchids. A pair of Wedge-tail Eagles soared overhead. 


On the afternoon tour around The Range we saw Smooth Rice- 
flower, Hooked Needlewood, Pomaderis, Weeping Pittosporum and 
Gold-dust Wattle. 


Native Vegetation and Lake Gil Gil excursion, Sunday 


We visited adjoining blocks of remnant vegetation with a combined 
area of 20 hectares. This 1s one of the largest areas of native vegeta- 
tion remaining in the Donald district. One farmer has a Trust for 
Nature covenant and the other has a Stewardship Agreement. The 
woodland has Black Box, Buloke, Yellow Gum and Black Mallee- 
box. The last White Cypresss-pine died and fell over several years 
ago. Umbrella Wattle, Gold-dust Wattle, Weeping Pittosporum are 
regenerating. Single plants of Long-leaf Emu-bush and Bushy Nee- 
dlewood where present. There was a herbaceous layer of grasses, 
lilies, saltbush and bluebush. 


Lake Gil Gil 1s a fresh water lake surrounded by Red Gum and Black 
Box. The catchment area includes Mt Jeffcott. On the water were 
large numbers of Coot, Shelduck with ducklings, Grey Teal, Hard- 
head, Black Duck, Hoary-headed Grebe. A Black-winged Stilt, 
Black-fronted Dotterel and Magpielark patrolled the edge. Galah, 
Red-rumped Parrot, White-pumed Honeyeater flew overhead . 


John Grekurke 


York Plains Wetlands 


Val went on a day excursion to the York Plains Wetlands - which 
were dry! 


The lunch stop area had many stands of brilliant Gold-dust Wattle 
bushes, and some Bulbine Lilies and purple Broughton Peas were 
seen in the grass lands. Also a large dead turtle was seen that must 
have found the heat too much! 


This area 1S a known 
“camping area for past 
we Aboriginal tribes. The 
Mee photo is of two fused 
ie — River Red Gums that were 
|joined by some persons 
‘long ago. It is thought to 
: pe be a Welcome Tree that 
@) tribal groups met under. 


he a NE By 
Photo: Two fused Red River Gums In the afternoon some of 

our group walked around 
the scenic Walker's Lake which 1s being kept filled for recreational 
purposes. On the far side there were a wide variety of water birds, 
stilts and some Red-rumped Parrots flying among the trees which 
encircled the lake. 


Val Hocking 


SEANA General Meeting, Saturday 


The newly elected president Deborah Evans opened the meeting with 
past secretary Phil Rayment acting as Secretary. The new SEANA 
committee was announced - Secretary: Peter Rogers; Vice President: 
Geoff Lay; with Denis Thurgood continuing as Treasurer. 


Tributes were paid to Dick Southcombe who died on 14 September 
2015. Dick was a leading figure in Geelong FNC, SEANA and 


ANN. 
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Future SEANA camps 
Autumn 2016, = 8-11 April.; Geelong FNC hosting camp on Bel- 
larine Peninsula, 


Spring 2016: no camp due to ANN Get-together hosted by WA 
Nats in Perth, 2-10 October. (a one-day gather 
ing in Victoria to include a SEANA General 
Meeting may be held.) 


Autumn 2017: — Latrobe Valley and Sale FNC 


Spring 2017: Ringwood FNC. 
John Gregurke 
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FNCEB Alreys Inlet Camp 16-18 October 2015 


Thanks to Emily and Peter Noble for sharing the Noble family house 
with us. It was interesting to look at the early photographs of the 
area in which the only recognisable features were the Noble wetland 
sanctuary and some Norfolk pines still standing over 100 years later. 
Emily used her local knowledge to take us to some interesting bush- 
land areas. 


Some highlight of the camp were: 


At the start of Teds Track, Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos were 
busy chewing a limb on a Messmate. They had eaten over half way 
through a 10 cm-diameter branch. 


The dry spring has reduced the flowering period of many orchids. 
We found a couple Angahook Caladenia Caladenis maritima in good 
condition. Many icy poles 
sticks marked the position of 
plants which were found during 
and earlier survey. 


/Excellent views of Rufous 
wi Bristlebirds were seen on a 
Sa walk from Noble's house to 
Aireys Inlet lighthouse before 
_|Saturday evening’s barbecue. 
Pacific Gulls and a dead Short- 
tailed Shearwater was seen on 
the beach. King Parrots vis- 
ited Emily and Peter's garden. 


Photo: John, Elaine and Les identifying 
dead Short-tailed Shearwater 


Fossilised shells were found in the cliffs below the light house. 
John Gregurke 
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Field Trip: Wetland Survey & orchid hunt at Scarsdale. 


The FNCB excursion for October was to Peter and Emily’s 40 acre 
bushland property in Monkey Gully, Scarsdale. Deirdre Murphy, 
Waterwatch Coordinator for Corangamite Catchment Management 
Authority, keenly instructed the Field Nat’s in the processes and 
chemistry of assessing water quality. The sample for the day was 
water from Peter and Emily’s wetland. With the sample of water, 18 
adults and 4 children watched on, as Deirdre added 8 drops of this 


and 10 drops of that to 
test for such things as 
dissolved oxygen lev- 
A | els, pH, salinity, on 


| Liteved to vigorously 
-\stir up the wetland 
“jedges with the nets 
© | provided by Deirdre in 
™ 5 jorder to liberate the 
multitude of bugs 

from their aquatic 
homes. The netted lot was transferred to large trays and water was 
added. Then one by one the wriggling, swimming, squirming, dart- 
ing bugs were caught and sorted into a tray with many compart- 
ments, much like an ice cube tray for the freezer. Each bug was 
rated, and accrued a “score” based on its water quality indicator 
status, and bit-by-bit, and bug-by-bug, the score grew and grew. It 
was with great pride and enthusiasm that Peter finally furnished a 
Mayfly larvae from amongst reeds to bump the score up from 
“sood” to “very good” water quality. 


Photo: Fishing for aquatic living creatures 


The specific detail of the water quality was thus: 


dissolved Oxygen 72% (good), pH 6.8 (excellent), reactive phospho- 
rus 0.015 mg p/I (excellent), salinity 300 EC units (excellent), turbid- 
ity 17 NTU’s (good). Amongst the variety of bugs found were: 
freshwater snails, blood worms, tly larvae, beetle EBS two types 
of water boatmen, back- == a 

swimmers, water mites, | 
Caddisfly larvae and afey ® 
Mayfly nymph. Of inter- Bs 
est among the catch was a aaa 
pair of Victorian Smooth 
Froglets in amplexus. All 
bugs were gently and car- 
ingly returned to the wet- 
land. We were a little 
surprised that no nymphs 
of dragonflies or damsel- 
flies were found given| | ) 
how many adults were Photo: Identifications being determined 
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seen darting around on the day. Our 
thanks to Deirdre for leading such 
an interesting morning of activities. 


After lunch, the remaining group 
traversed the block in search of the 
current display of orchids in flower. 
Amongst the Golden Bush-pea, Pur- 
ple Coral-pea, Pink Bells and Trail- 
ing Goodenia, 11 species were 
found flowering, including Com- 
mon Bird-orchids, Bronze _ Bird- 
orchids, Tall Greenhoods, Dainty 
Greenhoods, Emerald-lip Green- 
hoods, Nodding Greenhoods, Ma- 
roonhoods, Small Greencomb Spi- 
der-orchids, Wax Lips, Leopard 
Orchids and Rabbit-ears. Beard- 
orchids, caladenias and sun orchids 
Photo:Chiloglottis x pescottiana, including Salmon Sun-orchids were 
Bronze Bird Orchid found in bud. Some orchids were 

wilting from lack of water and num- 
bers of orchids flowering appeared to be down from a year ago. 


Also on the day, we spotted a mating pair of Australasian Grebes, an 
occupied Spotted Pardalote’s burrow with the bird on watch in the 
saplings above, a White-necked Heron, Pacific Black Ducks, Grey 
Teals, Wood Ducks, Galahs, Long-billed Corellas, Grey Shrike- 
thrush, Black-faced Cuckoo Shrike, Olive-backed Oriole, Crimson 
Rosellas and one small Gorse bush which has since been dispatched. 


Peter Noble 
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Fifteen Acres mid-month 15 Sept. Excursion 2015 


As we gathered at Fifteen Acres photographers were soon on hands 
and knees to capture the patches of Blunt Greenhood Prerostylis 
curta with its wide galea and twisted labellum. There were also 
clumps of Nodding Greenhood Prerostylis nutans. As we ventured 
further we found a few Small Spider-orchid Caladenia parva. A 
patch of sundews contained two species — Pale Sundew Drosera pel- 
tata with hairy sepals and a basal rosette and a smaller multi- 
stemmed plants which may be Drosera hookeri. 
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Around the dam, still below half full, were a variety of small plants 
including Tiny Drosera Drosera pygmaea and Kidney Weed Di- 
chondra repens. In the leaf litter below the dam wall was a Trim 
Greenhood Prerostylis concinna which was identified by its black 
tipped v-notched labellum. A Sa- 
cred Kingfisher flew over the dam 
but we did not see where it landed. 
A male Scarlet Robin perched on a 
tree guard giving everyone a good 
view. 


Among the Austral Bracken Prerid- 
ium esculentum we found many spe- 
cies of orchid leaves and flowers of 
Mayfly Orchid Acianthus caudatus, 
Small Gnat-orchid Cyrtostylis reni- 
formis and Maroonhood Pterostylis | . . 
pedunculata. Climbing Sundew 5, pt vl 
ylis curta x Pterostylis pe 
Drosera macrantha scrambled dunculata; Photo :Bill Murphy 
through the bracken. After a few 
warms days several shrubs were flowering: Hedge Wattle Acacia 
paradoxa, Golden Bush-pea Pultenaea gunnii, Common Heath Epa- 
cris impressa. 


We thanked Lisa and Richard for showing us their treasured bush- 
land, their hospitality and prepared notes for the excursion. Lunch 
stop was in the bush at Bliss Road where we lunched for the July 
excursion. After lunch in a sunny clearing, Emily lead us along a 
track through sandy soil supporting a thick growth of bracken. The 
highlight was along a kangaroo track where there were seven types 
of orchids: Mayfly Orchid Acianthus caudatus, Small Gnat-orchid 
Cyrtostylis reniformis,Yall Greenhood Prerostylis melagramma, 
Dwarf Greenhood Prerostylis nana, Maroonhood Prterostylis pedun- 
culata, Blunt Greenhood Prerostylis curta and at least two plants 
which were obviously a cross between Blunt Greenhood and Ma- 
roonhood which had the colouring of Maroonhood but were taller 
with widespread lateral sepals of the Blunt Greenhood. An orchid 
which we had not previously seen on the day was the hybrid Bronze 
Bird-orchid Chiloglottis Xpescottiana. 


Our final site for the day was at a burnt roadside patch of volcanic 
plains grassland west of Berringa where Golden Moths Diuris chry- 
seopsis gave a yellow mass of colour. 


John Gregurke 
1] 


CALENDAR 2015-16 


November 

Fri 6 New England and beyond: an Ice Age Legacy, - Carol Hall, 
club member 

Sun 8 Excursion: Mt Beckworth - Claire Dalman, club member 

Tues 24 Committee meeting at John Gregurke’s 

December 

Fri 4, The biophany: birdsong, music and the evolution of 


Listening - Andrew Skeoch, sound recordist 
Sun 6 Exc: Wetlands near Ballarat - John Mildren & Fran Hanra 


han, club members 


Committee 
President Peter Dalman 
Vice —Pres Fran Hanrahan 
Secretary Emily Noble 


Treasurer Les Hanrahan 


Claire Dalman Val Hocking 
John Gregurke John Mildren 
Wayne McGuire 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email:Secretary:- Emily Noble 

Editor: Fran Hanrahan 
Website: http://fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com 


Club email: ballaratfnc@gmail.com 


Meetings are held at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr of Gillies 

and Gregory Sts, on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm.. 

Excursions: Leave from the carpark at the Primary Industries Training 

Centre, cnr Gillies and Gregory Sts. at 9.30 am, unless otherwise advised. 
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